
For example, Monsignor Dionigi 

Tettamanzi, Cardinal of Milan,  

has shown concerns about this 

very topic. He feels that political 

institutions in Italy are loosing 

themselves in corruption, politi-

cal aggressiveness, and the 

wrong use of mass-media. He 

calls for a renewed relationship 

between mass-media and insti-

tutions: one that shows respect, 

fairness and correctness. This 

renewed relationship would 

guarantee mutual respect.  

The talk will take place in the D. 

J. Lombardo Students Center 

LSC Conference Room, at 

7:30pm. 

Please come and join us as Dr. 

Luigi Ferri, Visiting Assistant 

Professor of Italian at JCU, as 

part of the Bishop Pilla Lecture 

Series 2009-2010, on February 

17, 2010 discusses “Conflicts 

of Post-Modern Italy”. 

In his lecture, Dr. Ferri will 

touch on how politics shapes 

the debate on immigration, the 

role of women in politics, the 

complex political situation, and 

the function of the media in 

today’s Italian political system. 

In his presentation, he will ana-

lyze the current cultural-socio-

political issues, and how these 

are interpreted and often ex-

ploited by the media. 

The presentation will begin with 

an excursus summarizing the 

changes that took place in the 

Italian political panorama from 

the birth of the Italian Republic 

(1946) to the present days, in 

which the political spectrum 

appears to be almost equally 

divided into two major coali-

tions–the so called Centro De-
stra (Center Right) and Centro 
S in ist ra  (Center Lef t )–

proposing to the electoral body 

very dif ferent pol i t ical -

ideological approaches. 

The talk will also focus on the 

frequent use—by political ana-

lysts—of the term “second re-

public:” what does this defini-

tion mean? Which are the dif-

ferences between the “first” 

and the “second” republic? And 

why are some commentators 

presently talking about a “third 

republic?” Prof. Ferri will an-

swer these questions discuss-

ing the previous political sys-

tem, made of many parties 

which led Italy for about 40 

years, and how it transformed 

into the present day’s system. 

Furthermore, the lecture ana-

lyzes the relationship between 

the media and Italian politics, 

and how the former presently 

shapes the cultural and political 

environment of the country. 

Specifically, Prof. Ferri will de-

lineate the current media cul-

ture in Italy, and how media 

critics believe that journalists 

have lost the critical ability to 

search for true news, and how 

what they currently report is 

merely politically bound press-

releases. 
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Established in 1999 to 
honor the John Carroll 
alumnus and Bishop 
Emeritus of the Dio-
cese of Cleveland, the 
Anthony M. Pilla Pro-
gram in Italian Ameri-
can Studies is unlike 
any other in the na-
tion. It stands out as 
the only program of its 
kind in the U.S. that 
focuses on an interdis-
ciplinary undergradu-
ate liberal arts ap-
proach, which empha-
sizes an understand-
ing of the meaning of 
family, its heritage, 
and the role of spiritu-
ality in one's life. 

V I S I O N • M I S S I O N • C O R E  V A L U E S  

www.jcu.edu/pilla 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Dr. Santa Casciani, Director 

Tel. (216) 397-4394, scasciani@jcu.edu 

Mrs. Giuseppina Mileti, Coordinator 

Tel. (216) 397-1798, gmileti@jcu.edu 

Ms. Mary Beth Brooks, Secretary 

Tel. (216) 397-4558, mbrooks@jcu.edu 

T H E  B I S H O P  A N T H O N Y  M .  
P I L L A  P R O G R A M  I N  I T A L I A N   

SAVE THE DATE! 
Join us for our St. Joseph Celebration 

on March 18th, 2010. 
We will honor Mr. Nacy Panzica 
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